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Dear Mast Way Families, 

 

I hope you are enjoying your summer. We are working hard to plan for a safe return to school. Our school board is 

considering three instructional models for the fall; a full person return to school, a fully remote model, or a hybrid 

model where there is a combination of in person learning and remote learning. The safety of our students and staff 

is our priority when discussing various options.  

 

Because we do not know what model we are implementing yet, we are postponing student placement decisions. A 

joint letter from all ORCSD principals went out last Friday regarding the postponement of placement. Thank you 

for your patience.  

 

There are two dates coming up that will help all of us learn more about the considerations for reopening school. 

There is a school board workshop scheduled for July 30 at 7:00 pm, and the regular school board meeting scheduled 

at 7:00 pm on August 5. The information discussed at these meetings should give us more information about how 

we will be reopening school this fall.    

 

On another note, I would like to welcome new staff to our Mast Way school community. Please join me in 

welcoming classroom teachers Zak Harris and Sarah Farwell to fourth grade, special educator Amy Walter, Reegan 

Spinney and Alison Richards as our new academic tutors, and Alexandra Lapp, Tyler Patria and Jeff Corson as 

general education paraeducators. Below you will see mini biographies on each of these new hires. Welcome to 

Mast Way! 

 

Lastly, I would like to invite new families to Mast Way to meet me in person and tour our beautiful school in 

August. We will plan the tours to include ten or less folks at one time to allow for physical distancing. Completion 

of our pre-entry screening questionnaire (see below) and masks will be required to enter the building. Tour dates 

are August 18 and 20. We will offer morning, afternoon and one evening timeframe for tours. Please keep an eye 

out for a sign-up link coming your way soon.  

 

Be well, 

 

Misty 

 

Misty Lowe 

Principal  

Mast Way School 

 
 



 
                                                                

   Sarah Farwell: 

I began my career teaching 6th grade in Brookline, MA. After 4 years, looking for adventure, my 

husband and I moved out to Anchorage, AK where I worked as a Math Specialist (grades 2-6). Upon 

our return to the East Coast, I taught 7th grade math and science and 8th grade math at the Cooperative 
Middle School in Stratham, NH. I taught there for 4 years and then left the work force to focus on 

raising our 3 children (now 12, 15, 17 - all Mast Way alums). During the fifteen years that I was out of 

the work force I volunteered throughout the Oyster River Community. Three years ago, I joined the 
Mast Way team as a Title One Math Tutor and am thrilled to be continuing at Mast Way as a 4th grade 

teacher. 

 

  Zak Harris: 

Hello everyone! I cannot tell you how excited I am to be joining the Oyster River Community! This 

will be my seventh year of teaching, and I am excited to bring my energy and passion into Mast Way 

School. Last year, I taught fifth grade in Orange County, California and before that I spent 5 years 
teaching 4th-6th grade in Northern Vermont. When I am not teaching, I love playing and watching 

soccer and basketball. In the Winter, I enjoy being outside on the mountains and have been a 

snowboard instructor for the past 4 years at Jay Peak in Vermont. I look forward to becoming a 
familiar face around the community. 

 

  Amy Walter:  

I am thrilled to be part of the Mast Way community! This is my 8th year of teaching after graduating 

from Keene State where I studied Early Childhood and Special Education. I have recently moved back 

to New Hampshire from living in Colorado for the past 5 years where I taught Special Ed K-5. Outside 

of school I spent time in the mountains hiking, camping, and skiing with my husband Avery and our 
dog Buster. Since being back in New Hampshire I have spent a lot of time at the lake & beach with a 

good book and visiting with family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reegan Spinney:  

 

Hello! I am excited to begin the 2020-2021 school year in a new role as an Academic Tutor at Mast Way 
Elementary School. Some of you may already know me from working in Mrs. Kennedy’s Kindergarten 

for the past four years. This is my 15th year in education! I was born and raised in upstate New York and 

have lived in seacoast New Hampshire for the past 23 years. My daughter, Analiese, is 21 years old, and 

my son, Chase, is 17 years old. Two yellow Labrador Retrievers and one beautiful black cat make our 
family complete. A few of my favorite hobbies include reading, gardening, and swimming. I cannot wait 

to meet you all! 

 

 

Alison Richard: 

I am excited to be joining Mast Way and the Oyster River community as an Academic Tutor. My previous professional 

experience includes being a speech language pathologist in both the school setting and pediatric outpatient clinic. I received 

my bachelor's degree from the University of Vermont and received a master's degree from the University of New Hampshire. 

I have experience working with children across all ages with a variety of speech and language disorders.  I am passionate 

about literacy and helping children recognize their unique strengths and reach their academic goals.  Outside of work I can 

often be found exploring all the Seacoast has to offer with my husband, our two young children and Bernese Mountain Dog. 

 

Tyler Patria: 

 Tyler Patria-Mr. P 

I am originally from Keene, NH. I am super excited to start at Mast Way! Before coming to Mast Way, I was a Service 
Coordinator at One Sky Community Services in Portsmouth and a Clinical Instructor at The Birchtree Center in Newington. 

Before moving to Dover in 2018, I lived in Seoul, Korea for two years teaching English to 1-5 graders. While living in 

Korea, I adopted my best friend, Casper, a little, fluffy Pomeranian who is four years old. Unfortunately, Casper is afraid of 
kids, but he is very cute is pictures! When I am not working, I like to cook delicious but healthy food, sit at the beach and 

drive on pretty roads in my convertible.  

 

 

 Alexandra Lapp: 

Hello, Mast Way families! My name is Alexandra Lapp. I am a military spouse and mother of two young 

daughters, Ava and Addison. I recently graduated from the University of Mary Washington where I 

earned a Master of Elementary Education and my teaching certification. I grew up in Lancaster County, 

Pennsylvania, and had the opportunity to live throughout the country during my husband’s ten-year active 

duty military career. I enjoy spending time with my family, playing with our golden retriever Charlie, 

reading, and working on home renovation projects. I am very excited to be part of the ORCSD 

community as both a parent and a paraeducator and I look forward to working with the kindergarten 

students at Mast Way! 

 



 


